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This Year containing farther the Battels 
which he fought in Scotlawd, and the Towns 
which he took, is fo frefh in every one’s Me- 
mory, that we fhall fay no more of it. 


COG IO HIG HIG HOG HOG HEOGS 5H COGS TS. COS CNG GI 
N°. 37. Friday, April 27. 


gtd fi 
Frigida curarum fomenta relinguere poffes ; 

Quo te corleftis fapientia duceret, ires. 

Hoc opus hoc fludium parvi properemus 5 ampli, 
Si patrie volumus, fi nobis vivere cart. Hor. 


ti is a melancholy Reflection, that our Coun- 


trey, which in times of Popery was called 
the Nation of Saints, fhould now have lefs ap- 
pearance of Religion init, than any other neigh- 
bouring Stateor Kingdom; whether they be fuch 
as continue {till immerfed in the Errors of the 
Church of Rome, or fuch as are recovered out 
ofthem. This is a Truth that is obvious to ¢- 
very one, who has been converfant in foreign 
Parts. It was formerly thought dangerous for 
a young Manto Travel, left he fhould return 
an Athert to his native Countrey : But at pre- 
{ent it is certain, that an Exglifbman, who has 
any tolerable Degree of Refieétion, cannot be 
better awakened to a Senfe of Religion in ge- 
neral, than by obferving how the Minds of all 
Mankind are fet upon this important Point; 
how every Nation is ferious and attentive to 
the great Bufinefs of their Being ; and that in o- 
ther Countries a Man is not out of the F me, 
who 
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who is bold and open in the Profeflion and Pra- 
dice of all Chriftian Duties. 

This Decay of Piety is by no Means to be 
imputed to the Reformation, which in its firft 
Eftabliihment produced its proper Fruits, and 
ditinguifhed the whole Age with fhining In- 
tances of Virtue and Morality. If we would 
trace out the Original of that flagrant and a- 
vowed Impiety, which has prevailed among us 
for fome Years, we fhould find that it owes its 
Rife to that oppofite Extream of Caxt and Hy- 
porifie, which had taken Poffeffion of the Peo- 
ple’s' Minds in the Times of the great Rebelli- 
on, and of the Ufurpation that fucceeded it. 
The Praétices of thefe Men, under the Covert 
ofa feigned Zeal, made even the Appearances 
of fincere Devotion ridiculous and unpopular. 
The Raillery of the Wits and Courtiers, in 
King Charles the Second’s Reign, upon every 
thing which they then called Precife, was car- 
nied to fo great an Extravagance, that it almoft 
put Chriftianity out of Countenance. The Ri- 
dicule grew fo ftrong and licentious, that from 
thistime we may date that remarkable Turn in 
the Behaviour of our fafhionable Exgl:/bmen , 
that makes them Shame-faced in the Exercife 
of thofe Duties which they were fent into the 
World to perform. 

The late Cry of the Charch has been an Arti- 
fice of the fame Kind with that made ufe of by 
the Hypocrites of the laft Age, and has had 
as fatal an Influence upon Religion. Ifa Man 
would but ferioufly confider how much greater 
Comfort he would receive in the laft Moments 
Of his Life from a Reflection that he has made 
one virtuous Man, than that he has made athou- 
fand Zories, we fhould not fee the Zeal of fo 
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many Good Men turned off from its prope, 
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End, and employed in making fuch a kind of MH pal 
Converts. What Satisfaction will it be to an Mm it 
Immoral Man, at fuch a Time, to think he js an 
a good Whig! Or to one that is confcious of HR 
Sedition, Perjury, or Rebellion, that he dies 
with the Reputation of a High-Churchman! c( 
But to confider how this Cry of the Charch @ ft 
has corrupted the Morals of both Parties. Thofe, a 
who are the loudeft in it, regard themfelves ra- p 
ther as a political, than a religious Communi- @ } 
on; and are held together rather by State-Noti- i 
ons, than by Articles of Faith. This fillsthe @ | 








Minds of weak Men, who fall into the Snare, 
with groundlefs Fears and Apprehenfions, un- 
{peakable Rage towards their Fellow Subjedts, 
wrong Ideas of Perfons whom they are not ac- 
quainted with, and uncharitable Interpretations 
of thofe Actions of which they are not compe- 
tent Judges. It inftills into their Minds the ut- 
imoft Virulence and Bitterne{s, inflead of that 
Charity, which is the Perfe@ion and Ornament 
of Religion, and the moft indifpenfable and ne- 
ceffary Means for attaining the End of it. Ina 
Word, among thefe miftaken Zealots, it fan- 
Gtifies Cruelty and Injuftice, Riots and Trea 
fon. 

The Effe&ts which this Cry of the Church has 
had on the other Party, are no lefs manifeft and 
deplorable. They fee themfelves unjuftly al- 
perfed by it, and vindicate themfelves in lerms 
no lefs opprobrious, than thofe by which they 
are attacked. Their Indignation and Refent- 
inent rifes in Proportion to the Malice of their 
Adverfaries. The unthinking Part of them are 
apt to contract an unreafonable Averi{ion even 
to that Ecclefiaftical Conftitution to which they 
are 
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are reprefented as Enemies; and not only to 
particular Perfons, but to that Order of Men 
ingeneral, which will be always held Sacred 
and Honourable, fo long as there is Reafon and 
Religion in the World. | 

[ might mention many other Corruptions 
common to both Parties, which naturall flow 
from this Source; and might eafily fhew, upon 
a full Difplay of them, that this Clamour, which 
pretends to be raifed for the Safety of Religion, 
has almoft worn out the very Appearance of 
it; and rendered us not only the moft divided, 
but the moft immoral People upon the Face 
of the Earth. 

When our Nation is overflowed with fuch.a 
Deluge of Impiety, it muft be a great Pleafure 
to find any Expedient take Place, that has a 
Tendency to recover it out of fo difmal a Con- 
dition. This is one great Reafon why an ho- 
net Man may rejoyce to fee an A& fo near 
taking effet, for making EleGtions of Members 
to ferve in Parliament lefs frequent. 1 find 
my felf prevented by other Writings (which 
have confidered the A& now depending, in 
this particular Light) from expatiating upon 
this Subje&t. I fhall only mention two fhort 
Pieces which I have been juft now reading, un- 
der the following Titles, Arguments about the 
Alteration of the Trienxial Elections of Parliament: 
zt The Alteration in the Triennial A& conji- 
ered, 

The Reafons for this Law, as it is neceffary 
for fettling His Majefty in his Throne ; for ex- 
tinguifhing the Spirit of Rebellion; for procur- 
ing foreign Alliances; and other Advantages of 
the like Nature; carry a great Weight with 
them. But I am penne? pleafed with it, as 
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